
 

Liberty Tree Academy’s Plan for  
Learning  
2020-2021 



Logistics 
• The school calendar approved by Liberty Tree Academy Board of Directors 

will remain the same for 2020-2021 school year. 
• Liberty Tree Academy will be in session five days a week, full schedule, 

with in-person learning in the building.  
• The K-10 Back to School night, scheduled for families and students on 

August 20, 2020, will be held virtually and sent to families via email. A 
video presentation and informational packet will be sent home via email. 

• Students will need to bring school supplies on the first day of school.  
Orders placed online for school supplies will be available for pick up on 
the first day of school if the student chooses online learning. 

• Student drop off and carpool procedures will remain the same for the 
2020-2021 school year. We will encourage families to drop off upper 
school students from 7:30-7:40 with a face covering and lower school 
students after 7:40 with a face covering for best safety practice. If a family 
has an upper and lower school student they may drop them both off at 
7:30 am. 

• Recess and playground activity is an important part of the school day and 
something we will monitor and maintain throughout the year. Students 
will still have their allotted recess times.  We will offer two locations for 
recess and physical activities for teachers to split their cohorts for better 
monitoring of social distancing to the best of our abilities. We will ensure 
best practices in cleaning playground equipment.  

• As a charter school, we have more flexibility than traditional public 
school.  However, we are required to follow the criteria set by the state 
and El Paso Count Health Department when preparing for the start of the 
2020-2021 school year. 

• The block schedule, should we need to implement it, will have students 
grouped into 2 cohorts.  Half will attend in-school learning on Tuesday/
Thursday and the other half Wednesday/Friday.  Siblings and carpool 
families will be group together.  Mondays will be reserved for tutoring.  If 
a student has a 69% or lower grades in any class, the student will be 
required to tutor on Mondays.  

• Liberty Tree Academy recognizes and understands that for some families, 
learning in person isn’t possible in August. Colorado Department of 
Education is allowing us to continue online learning during this crisis. We 
believe that our students do best in our classrooms but we recognize that 
it isn’t possible for some families due to vulnerable populations, immunity 



concerns, and overall fear of the virus. Online learning will be available 
for those families or situations included in the remote learning 
accommodations. 

• K-10 grades will use Schoology to complete online learning.  Teachers will 
record lectures and instruction throughout the day and upload to 
Schoology as time allows.  This may create up to a day delay. 

• Online learning can occur in a variety of ways: 
• On an “as needed” basis when in-person instruction is suspended due to 

outbreaks, governor’s executive order 
• 100% of the time when Liberty Tree Academy has provided the 

opportunity to families who, because of public health and safety 
measures associated with the COVID-19 pandemic, do not want their 
student(s) to receive in-person learning for the entirety of Fall 2020. 

• Students can return to in-school learning any Monday from on-line 
learning.  The decision will need to be communicated to both the school 
and teacher the Thursday prior to returning.  All on-line learning 
assignments will need to be completed before returning to in-school 
learning.  Families cannot pick or choose which days to come to school. 
They are either in-person or online learning. 

• Online learning will have the flexibility to demonstrate that a student is 
engaged in the educational process. 
• Accessing assignments through Schoology 
• Watching and participating in Zoom meetings 
• Watching prerecorded instructional videos created by teacher 
• Accessing online platforms that are provided by teacher 

• Completing education paper packets after watching instructional video 
• Students will be provided with the same instruction via video as the in-

person student would receive from the teacher 

Attendance 
The Liberty Tree Academy board has adopted the addendum to specifically 
address the implementation of remote learning during the 2020-2021 
academic year.  This will provide LTA the flexibility needed to include online 
learning in the determination for funding if such learning becomes 
necessary or required by COVID-19.  Liberty Tree Academy will do their due 
diligence by providing our families with the same in class instructional 
hours per video for the online learners. 
• Acceptable documentation evidencing attendance during online learning: 



• Marked present in online attendance platform provided by district after 
student has logged into Schoology and onto their teacher attendance 
link to answer the daily question 

• Student needs to complete at least two assignments to be marked 
present per day.   For example, teachers will tape their lessons per day 
and upload, this will cause students to be a day behind but attendance 
will be given for the day the lesson was recorded, as long as assignments 
are completed.   

• LTA staff will call students daily if they have not checked in by end of 
day 

• Students that are provided packets due to not being able to log into 
Schoology daily,  will have specific dates on the pages for completion 
and turned in weekly for attendance purpose 

Individualized Education Programs (IEPs) 
• For the 2020 Student October Count, in instances where the district will 

be providing an IEP to evidence a student has met one of the requirements 
for funding the IEP must be current and include services that encompass 
the pupil enrollment count date. 
• No flexibilities, beyond what is described below, will be provided for 

during the 2020 Student October Count in situations where the IEP 
annual review does not occur within the normal timeframe. 

• If the IEP is overdue but LTA has a written agreement between the 
parent and school to extend the existing IEP, the LTA should be 
prepared to provide the extended IEO and written agreement. 

• If the IEP being extended does not accurately reflect the services being 
provided to the student as of the pupil enrollment count date (10/1), 
LTA must also provide an accurate schedule. 

• For information, please visit “Special Education & COVID-19 FAQs” 
which can be found at the following location: http://
www.cde.state.co.us/cdesped/special_education_faqs 

Healthy Practices 
• All staff will teach and reinforce the appropriate use of cloth face 

coverings among staff and students when in the vicinity of others. Staff 
will be instructed to wear masks when feasible. 

http://www.cde.state.co.us/cdesped/special_education_faqs
http://www.cde.state.co.us/cdesped/special_education_faqs


• Students are encouraged but not mandated to wear masks while in the 
building. Face coverings will be school approved uniform colors so they 
are not distracting to the learning environment. 

• All staff will teach appropriate hand washing techniques and reinforce 
covering coughs and sneezes while among children and staff. Scheduled 
breaks will occur during the day for hand hygiene. 

• Students will have a daily temperature check upon arrival to the school 
that will be logged. Any student dropped off at school should be symptom 
and temperature free.  

• Teachers will monitor students' behavior and wellness throughout the day. 
If any symptoms arise student will be sent to the nurse for a full 
temperature and wellness check with a consultation with the parent. 
Students exhibiting COVID-19 symptoms will be isolated with a staff 
member until a parent can pick up for further examination. 

• All visitors to the LTA building will be required to wear a mask. 
• Staff will avoid physical contact with other staff members and students as 

much as possible. 
• LTA facility manager will check ventilation systems to maintain proper air 

circulation and regularly during the day clean and sanitize facility. 
• LTA facility manager will provide and maintain cleaning supplies to ensure 

the facility is as clean as possible to support healthy hygiene practices. 
• Water fountains will be turned off during the pandemic to control the 

spread of germs. Each classroom will be provided with water to distribute 
to students as needed. Students and families will be encouraged to bring a 
bottle filled with water with students' names written on it. 

Learning Environment 
• All classrooms will implement physical distances at all times to the 

greatest extent possible wherever and whenever possible. Staff and 
students will wear face coverings in school whenever possible, hallways, 
before and after school, when using facilities. 

• All classrooms will be cleaned and sanitized frequently throughout the 
day. Staff will teach students to clean and sanitize their own spaces and to 
keep areas around them orderly. Common areas will be cleaned and 
sanitized as much as possible between uses. 

• Staff will clean and sanitize all educational tools throughout the day: 
whiteboards, writing utensils, books, and any items students use. 



• Personal belongings will be separated as much as possible with individual 
labels. 

• Staff will remove and avoid using items that are not easily cleaned and 
sanitized such as stuffed animals, comfy pillows, or upholstered furniture. 

Classroom Cohorts 
• Lower school classrooms will be in a cohort together, to include the same 

group each day, to minimize the mixing of classes/cohorts as much as 
feasible. 

• Upper school classrooms will clean and sanitize between class rotations 
with an adequate spacing of students in the hallway as much as feasible. 
Staff will limit gatherings and support proper hand hygiene. 

• Students will have lunch with their cohorts in their classrooms. We will 
utilize outdoor options for upper school students when appropriate to help 
maximize social distancing. All touchable surfaces will be cleaned before 
the lunchtime and between the next cohort’s use. All touchable surfaces 
will be cleaned and sanitized between and after lunch with all trashed 
disposed of in an outdoor trash receptacle. 

*as directed by the Colorado Department of Education 7/7/2020



Sickness 
•  Attendance will be taken everyday both in school and through online 

learning.  Parents will need to notify the school and the teacher if a 
student will miss class due to an illness.   

• Illness absences will not count toward truancy.  The school may ask for 
documentation after several missed days. 

• If a student has symptoms of COVID-19 while in the building they will 
be isolated and parents will be contacted.  Then all parents will be 
contacted in that student’s cohort if the student test positive. Student’s 
will not be allowed into the building if they have a fever and say yes to 
any of the COVID-19 symptoms questions.   

• If a student has been exposed to COVID-19 they will need to be 
quarantined for 14 days while doing the online learning.  If a student 
has COVID-19 they will have the option of doing the online learning 
while ill or after they have recovered.  Students will still be required to 
complete the missing work during their illness.    

Personal Responsibilities 
• LTA will provide clear guidance for staff members and parents on self-

screening: temperature checks, home hygiene, and attendance. Parents 
will be required to check that students are symptoms and temperatures 
free before leaving their homes to attend school. 

• LTA will encourage both students and staff to stay home if they are a 
family member experiencing COVID-19 symptoms. 

• LTA will create a communication process for staff and families to report 
symptoms and notifications of exposures. 

• LTA will establish a protocol specifically to report COVID-19 absences. 
• LTA will follow the state ordered closure criteria per the Colorado 

Department of Public Health and Environment  
• Any school in Colorado with a single confirmed case of COVID-19 in a 

staff or student will close for a minimum of 72 hours for cleaning and 
social distancing  

• Any schools that are closed will partner with their local public health 
agency to conduct contact tracing and further COVID-19 testing. 

• Any school with a second confirmed case of COVID-19 in a staff or 
student within a 30 day period requires a second minimum 72 hour 
closure for cleaning, testing and public health investigation. 



• Any school with 3 confirmed cases of COVID-19 in staff or students 
within a 30 day period requires a closure for a minimum of 14 days. 

• If 3 schools in a district have confirmed cases of COVID-19 within a 30 
day period, all schools within the district are required to close for a 
minimum of 14 days for cleaning, testing and public health 
investigation. 

https://www.cde.state.co.us/safeschools 
https://www.d49.org/domain/2177 
http://www.cde.state.co.us/planning20-21/dist-schoolicoordinators 
http://cde.state.co.us/cdefinance/2020_student_october_resource_guide 
as directed by the Colorado Department of Education 7/7/2020 https://
www.cde.state.co.us/planning20-21/safetyprotocols 
https://docs.google.com/document/d/e/
2PACX-1vT243S7IU8u8CeJyUHGiomqjQWonAOYj8oS6ItFAq7B3u-
cx4f7ZiOHUtt_C2L8XQ/pub 
https://www.cde.state.co.us/cdefinance/2020_student_october_resource_guide 
http://www.cde.state.co.us/cdesped/special_education_faqs 
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